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MEDIA RELEASE – August 4, 2005

Australian man implicated in raid on pirate DVD operation in Bali

Indonesian police last week raided a store in Bali run by Australian Neil Lord, an Indonesia resident, and his Indonesian wife, Arifah Lord, after a joint investigation by the Australian Federation Against Copyright Theft (AFACT) and the Motion Picture Association (MPA) in Indonesia revealed that illegal DVD movies were being openly sold from the premises.

The raid marked the first time that a business run by an Australian had been targeted by Indonesian police for copyright offences relating to pirate DVDs. As a result of the raid, Arifah Lord was arrested and the couple will be subject to further police investigations. Police seized 1,500 discs and revealed that the Lords’ store was stocked entirely with illegal DVDs - nothing was legitimate. This is, unfortunately, common in Indonesia, where over 90 %
 of the DVD market is pirated product. 

Traders in pirate DVDs throughout Asia, where copyright piracy has in many places been linked to organized crime, are increasingly targeting Australian consumers, and this is especially true in the popular holiday destination of Bali. Australian Customs seized over 40,000 pirate DVDs imported into Australia in 2004, a 185% increase compared to the 14,000 seized by Customs in 2003.

“Film piracy is a global issue and not a victimless crime. Pirated films are stolen goods that when exported around the world, significantly impact local economies,” said Adrianne Pecotic, Executive Director, AFACT. “To address this, the fight against copyright theft has also become global, with cross-border cooperation a regular occurrence as governments and copyright owners work together to protect the value of intellectual property that translates to business revenues and employee salaries. The purchase by Australian tourists overseas of pirate DVDs has dire consequences back home, through the erosion of our film and television industries and the loss of local income and jobs.” 
Piracy in Australia

AFACT estimates that movie piracy cost the film industry in Australia in excess of $400 million in potential revenue in 2004. The illegal distribution of unauthorized copies of movies rose from 4% in 2000 to around 10% of the legitimate market in 2004. Police across Australia more than doubled the number of illegal discs seized in 2004 compared to 2003. Discs comprise mostly DVD-R copies as DVD-R technology has increased its share of the pirate optical disc market. 

Police jurisdictions now recognize organized crime involvement in film piracy. Organized crime links to movie piracy in Australia were first uncovered following a raid on Malaysia-linked movie pirates in 2002. 

Piracy in Asia

The MPA estimates that its member companies lose an excess of US$896 million in potential revenue annually in the Asia-Pacific region alone. In 2004, the MPA operations in the Asia-Pacific region investigated more than 25,500 cases of piracy and assisted law enforcement officials in conducting nearly 12,000 raids. These activities resulted in the seizure of approximately 49,000,000 illegal optical discs, and the initiation of more than 8,000 legal actions.

About AFACT

AFACT works closely with industry, government, police and educational institutions to address copyright theft and protect the commercial interests of the film and television industry as well as the interests of Australian movie fans. AFACT members include: Village Roadshow; Buena Vista International Inc; Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Studios Inc; Paramount Pictures Corporation; Sony Pictures Releasing International Corporation; Twentieth Century Fox International Corporation; Universal International Films Inc; Warner Bros. Pictures International [A Division of Warner Bros. Pictures Inc]
For more information, please contact:

AFACT

02 9997 8011

info@afact.com.au
� Please refer to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.iipa.com/rbc/2005/2005SPEC301INDONESIA.pdf" ��http://www.iipa.com/rbc/2005/2005SPEC301INDONESIA.pdf�
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