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MEDIA RELEASE – Thursday, December 1, 2005

AFACT Investigation Busts Internet Based Film Pirate  

Cranbourne, Victoria – On Thursday, 24th November, Victoria Police raided a premises in Cranbourne following a successful internet investigation by the Australian Federation Against Copyright Theft (AFACT). 

A Victoria man has been charged with copyright, trademark, and classification offences following the raid on his home during which police seized equipment being used to illegally manufacture pirate films. The man was identified through a website he established for the purpose of selling pirate films, which used a rating system to advise customers of the quality of each illegal copy. 

The officers seized three DVD-R burners, two CD-R burners, two printers, 1,411 DVD-Rs, 144 CD-Rs, and 610 blank DVD-Rs. This illegal internet operation was capable of producing pirate films with a street value of $450,000 per year. 

“This police raid is a clear warning to film pirates that the internet is not anonymous, and is increasingly the focus in the fight against film piracy in Australia,” said Adrianne Pecotic, Executive Director of AFACT. 
Piracy in Australia

AFACT estimates that movie piracy cost the film industry in Australia in excess of $400 million in potential revenue in 2004. The illegal distribution of unauthorized copies of movies rose from 4% in 2000 to around 10% of the legitimate market in 2004. Police across Australia have more than doubled the number of illegal discs seized in 2004 compared to 2003. Discs comprise mostly DVD-R copies as DVD-R technology has increased its share of the pirate optical disc market. In addition Australian Customs seized over 40,000 pirate DVDs imported into Australia in 2004, a 185% increase compared to the 14,000 seized by Customs in 2003. 

Police jurisdictions now recognize organized crime involvement in film piracy. Organized crime links to movie piracy in Australia were first uncovered following a raid on Malaysia-linked movie pirates in 2002. 

Piracy in Asia

The MPA estimates that its member companies lose an excess of US$896 million in potential revenue annually in the Asia-Pacific region alone. In 2004, the MPA operations in the Asia-Pacific region investigated more than 25,500 cases of piracy and assisted law enforcement officials in conducting nearly 12,000 raids. These activities resulted in the seizure of approximately 49,000,000 illegal optical discs, and the initiation of more than 8,000 legal actions.

About AFACT

AFACT works closely with industry, government, police and educational institutions to address copyright theft and protect the commercial interests of the film and television industry as well as the interests of Australian movie fans. AFACT members include: Village Roadshow; Buena Vista International Inc; Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Studios Inc; Paramount Pictures Corporation; Sony Pictures Releasing International Corporation; Twentieth Century Fox International Corporation; Universal International Films Inc; Warner Bros. Pictures International [A Division of Warner Bros. Pictures Inc]
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