AUSTRALIAN






FEDERATION






        
         AFA©T
AGAINST 

 





        

 

COPYRIGHT




                       
                      

THEFT



                                            

_________________________________________________________________

MEDIA RELEASE – January 14, 2006

COPYRIGHT THIEF ARRESTED IN DAWN RAID

Springvale, Melbourne – Early on Friday morning, Australian Federation Against Copyright Theft (AFACT) investigators and Victoria Police from the Dandenong Regional Response Unit raided a home in the Melbourne suburb of Springvale, arresting a 19-year-old man and seizing five computers and 17 DVD-R burners. 

Police also seized a quantity of illegal drugs and more than 1,000 pirated optical discs, the majority of which were infringing AFACT member company titles, including children’s titles. These discs were being manufactured for sale alongside hardcore pornographic titles. 

The sophisticated DVD-R burning laboratory is estimated to have been capable of producing as many as 371,000 pirated DVDs in one year, yielding revenues of as much as $3.7 million, assuming the burners were in operation ten-hours-a-day, seven-days-per-week.

This raid was part of the Motion Picture Association’s (MPA) “Operation Big Broom” anti-piracy enforcement operations, scheduled to run through January in 14 countries and territories around the Asia-Pacific region. The operation aims to crack down on the availability of illegally pirated movies in retail shops and markets and from street vendors during the important New Year holiday season, when many new movies are released.  

“Today’s raid closed down a DVD-R burning lab making illegal copies of popular children’s movies alongside hardcore pornography, which was supplying vendors at Melbourne markets,” said Adrianne Pecotic, Executive Director of AFACT. “In buying pirated DVDs, people unwittingly support criminals who are often involved in other serious crime. It is worth pausing to think that a few extra dollars will buy a genuine disc that supports legitimate Australian businesses and their employees in every town and suburb.”

Piracy in Australia

AFACT estimates that movie piracy cost the film industry in Australia in excess of $400 million in potential revenue in 2004. The illegal distribution of unauthorized copies of movies rose from 4% in 2000 to around 10% of the legitimate market in 2004. Police across Australia have more than doubled the number of illegal discs seized in 2004 compared to 2003. Discs comprise mostly DVD-R copies as DVD-R technology has increased its share of the pirate optical disc market. In addition Australian Customs seized over 40,000 pirate DVDs imported into Australia in 2004, a 185% increase compared to the 14,000 seized by Customs in 2003. 

Police jurisdictions now recognize organized crime involvement in film piracy. Organized crime links to movie piracy in Australia were first uncovered following a raid on Malaysia-linked movie pirates in 2002. 

Piracy in Asia

The MPA estimates that its member companies lose an excess of US$896 million in potential revenue annually in the Asia-Pacific region alone. In 2004, the MPA operations in the Asia-Pacific region investigated more than 25,500 cases of piracy and assisted law enforcement officials in conducting nearly 12,000 raids. These activities resulted in the seizure of approximately 49,000,000 illegal optical discs, and the initiation of more than 8,000 legal actions.

About AFACT

AFACT works closely with industry, government, police and educational institutions to address copyright theft and protect the commercial interests of the film and television industry as well as the interests of Australian movie fans. AFACT members include: Village Roadshow; Buena Vista International Inc; Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Studios Inc; Paramount Pictures Corporation; Sony Pictures Releasing International Corporation; Twentieth Century Fox International Corporation; Universal International Films Inc; Warner Bros. Pictures International [A Division of Warner Bros. Pictures Inc]
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