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MEDIA RELEASE – January 25, 2005

Man Convicted After Western Australia’s Largest Movie Piracy Raid

Wednesday, January 25 – A man at the centre of the largest raid against a movie pirate carried out in Western Australia has been convicted of five copyright-related charges and fined $7,500. 

On Thursday, January 19, Laurent Gillier, a 37-year-old from Osbourne Park, was convicted in Perth Local Court following a raid last October during which police, acting on a tip, discovered a large quantity of X-rated DVD-Rs hidden in a transit van driven by Gillier. 

Following the seizures from Gillier’s van, police conducted further searches of premises connected with Gillier in Osborne Park and Thornlie, seizing 21 optical disc burners and more than 10,000 optical discs. 

The disc haul comprised 1,500 X-rated DVDs being used as masters, 4,700 DVD-Rs infringing popular movie titles, 2,000 X-rated DVD-Rs, 2,000 blank DVD-Rs, 2,700 empty DVD-R cases and 2,000 photocopied covers. 

The operation is estimated by AFACT to have been capable of producing illegal goods with a street value of over $3.1 million per year.  

“AFACT congratulates the Western Australia Police for their co-ordinated efforts culminating in the effective dismantling of a large-scale movie pirate and his subsequent conviction on Thursday,” said Adrianne Pecotic, Executive Director of AFACT. “AFACT encourages all members of the public to report movie piracy, which is a crime affecting the many Australians who work in local cinemas, local video stores, and every other area of the Australian film industry.” 

Piracy in Australia

AFACT estimates that movie piracy cost the film industry in Australia in excess of $400 million in potential revenue in 2004. The illegal distribution of unauthorized copies of movies rose from 4% in 2000 to around 10% of the legitimate market in 2004. Police across Australia have more than doubled the number of illegal discs seized in 2004 compared to 2003. Discs comprise mostly DVD-R copies as DVD-R technology has increased its share of the pirate optical disc market. In addition Australian Customs seized over 40,000 pirate DVDs imported into Australia in 2004, a 185% increase compared to the 14,000 seized by Customs in 2003. 

Police jurisdictions now recognize organized crime involvement in film piracy. Organized crime links to movie piracy in Australia were first uncovered following a raid on Malaysia-linked movie pirates in 2002. 

Piracy in Asia

The MPA estimates that its member companies lose an excess of US$896 million in potential revenue annually in the Asia-Pacific region alone. In 2004, the MPA operations in the Asia-Pacific region investigated more than 25,500 cases of piracy and assisted law enforcement officials in conducting nearly 12,000 raids. These activities resulted in the seizure of approximately 49,000,000 illegal optical discs, and the initiation of more than 8,000 legal actions.

About AFACT

AFACT works closely with industry, government, police and educational institutions to address copyright theft and protect the commercial interests of the film and television industry as well as the interests of Australian movie fans. AFACT members include: Village Roadshow; Buena Vista International Inc; Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Studios Inc; Paramount Pictures Corporation; Sony Pictures Releasing International Corporation; Twentieth Century Fox International Corporation; Universal International Films Inc; Warner Bros. Pictures International [A Division of Warner Bros. Pictures Inc]
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