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MEDIA RELEASE – Thursday November 3, 2005

RAIDS IN THREE STATES REVEAL

MASSIVE FILM PIRACY OPERATIONS

Unclassified Movies and Banned Pornography Predominant in Hauls

Victoria, NSW and Western Australia – In a major crackdown on movie piracy, police executed four significant raids in Victoria, New South Wales (NSW) and Western Australia last week, successfully uncovering illegal operations capable of producing pirated goods with a combined estimated annual street value of almost $10 million.  The haul of illegal goods comprised 64 optical disc burners and almost 30,000 pirate DVD-Rs, with 12,800 of the discs having been used as masters from which the operations burnt pirated discs to order for catalogue sales. 

The raids on both commercial and residential premises highlight the scale and spread of movie piracy in Australia, and the propensity of copyright criminals to trade pirate versions of popular movies alongside unclassified and banned pornographic films.  


Australian Federation Against Copyright Theft (AFACT) representatives joined police in Victoria and NSW on the raids in those states, and police in Western Australia conducted their own successful operations in Perth last week. 

In the first of the raids, Victoria Police executed a search warrant in Mount Waverly, Victoria in the early hours of Tuesday morning, exposing a large-scale optical disc piracy operation, which they subsequently shut down. The operation was the culmination of a comprehensive six-month investigation by AFACT.

During the search, police seized 33 optical disc burners and an estimated 15,000-20,000 pirated optical discs comprising mainly popular movies but also including hardcore pornography. Police also seized a catalogue of movie, software, TV, music and games titles being burnt and sold to order, totalling more than 11,300 different film titles. Included in this list were refused-classification films and hardcore pornography. 

AFACT estimates the operation was capable of producing more than 494,000 optical discs per year with a street value of almost $5 million. 

In NSW on Wednesday, a large rental outlet in Beverley Hills, belonging to a larger rental outlet chain, was raided by NSW Police and AFACT, concluding a three month investigation by AFACT.  It came to light that the owner of the rental outlet had been burning and distributing unclassified and previously unreleased films. Police seized eight optical disc burners and more than 1,000 pirated DVDs in the raid; among the titles that were found were pirated films as well as a large number of unclassified and X-rated pornographic DVDs and videotapes. 

The operation is estimated by AFACT to have been capable of producing illegal goods with a street value of $1.2 million per year.

There were two raids by West Australian Police, the first raid occurred in Perth late last Thursday night and disclosed the largest pirate movie manufacturing operation ever found in that state. 

Following a tip off, police discovered a large quantity of X-rated DVD-Rs hidden in a transit van.  They then conducted further searches of premises connected with the van driver in Osborne Park and Thornlie, seizing 21 optical disc burners and more than 10,000 optical discs. The disc haul comprised 1,500 X-rated DVDs being used as masters, 4,700 DVD-Rs containing popular movies, 2,000 X-rated DVD-Rs, 2,000 blank DVD-Rs, 2,700 empty DVD-R cases and 2,000 photocopied covers.  The operation is estimated by AFACT to have been capable of producing illegal goods with a street value of over $3.1 million per year.  

The second raid was on a home in Hilton on Saturday. West Australian police seized three computers, two DVD burners, one printer, and 1,400 DVD-Rs including 160 X-rated titles.

Adrianne Pecotic, Executive Director, AFACT said: “Last week brought hard-fought rewards for our ongoing fight against movie piracy In Australia. These significant raids show that movie piracy is often closely linked with the illegal distribution of hard core porn and banned films. Copyright criminals not only flout Australia’s laws, but put themselves outside our moral standards while striking at the jobs and livelihoods of legitimate film, cinema and video businesses across Australia.” 
Piracy in Australia

AFACT estimates that movie piracy cost the film industry in Australia in excess of $400 million in potential revenue in 2004. The illegal distribution of unauthorized copies of movies rose from 4% in 2000 to around 10% of the legitimate market in 2004. Police across Australia have more than doubled the number of illegal discs seized in 2004 compared to 2003. Discs comprise mostly DVD-R copies as DVD-R technology has increased its share of the pirate optical disc market. In addition Australian Customs seized over 40,000 pirate DVDs imported into Australia in 2004, a 185% increase compared to the 14,000 seized by Customs in 2003. 

Police jurisdictions now recognize organized crime involvement in film piracy. Organized crime links to movie piracy in Australia were first uncovered following a raid on Malaysia-linked movie pirates in 2002. 

Piracy in Asia

The MPA estimates that its member companies lose an excess of US$896 million in potential revenue annually in the Asia-Pacific region alone. In 2004, the MPA operations in the Asia-Pacific region investigated more than 25,500 cases of piracy and assisted law enforcement officials in conducting nearly 12,000 raids. These activities resulted in the seizure of approximately 49,000,000 illegal optical discs, and the initiation of more than 8,000 legal actions.

About AFACT

AFACT works closely with industry, government, police and educational institutions to address copyright theft and protect the commercial interests of the film and television industry as well as the interests of Australian movie fans. AFACT members include: Village Roadshow; Buena Vista International Inc; Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Studios Inc; Paramount Pictures Corporation; Sony Pictures Releasing International Corporation; Twentieth Century Fox International Corporation; Universal International Films Inc; Warner Bros. Pictures International [A Division of Warner Bros. Pictures Inc]
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