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MEDIA RELEASE – 25 October 2007

SUPERMARKET MOVIE PIRATE CHECKS OUT WITH $9,100 FINE

Magistrate stresses piracy not a victimless crime
On 24 October, at Bankstown Local Court in Sydney, a woman pleaded guilty to 30 copyright offences and was sentenced to pay fines of $9,100 plus court costs.

Denise Grant, 56, of Panania, NSW, until recently an employee at a major supermarket chain in Riverwood, was found to have promoted lists of pirated movie titles within the supermarket and online.

In passing sentence, Magistrate Mabbout said: “This is not a victimless crime and this type of offence deserves a general deterrence… It was a commercial operation, particularly with the broadcasting of the list [of the pirated movie titles] on the internet.”

Adrianne Pecotic, Executive Director of the Australian Federation Against Copyright Theft (AFACT), said following the conviction: “We are pleased that the magistrate in this case has drawn attention to the fact that piracy has consequences. This criminal activity does immense harm to legitimate cinemas and DVD rental and retail stores in the local community, and threatens the jobs of everyday Australians who work in them.

“It is pertinent that on the same day of this sentence, we launched our new anti-piracy campaign that educates movie-lovers with the fact that when you download, burn or buy a pirated movie, you are actually damaging the very businesses that create the films and televisions shows we all enjoy.”

On 30 August, 2007, NSW Police supported by investigators from AFACT, executed a search warrant on the home of Ms Grant and seized over 1,000 pirated DVDs, 300 blank DVD-Rs, 11 DVD burners, a personal computer and a printer used for making DVD jacket covers.

Among the movie titles seized were “The Bourne Ultimatum” and “Ratatouille” which were premiering in Australian cinemas that day, along with copies of “Evan Almighty” which was yet to be released.

Piracy in Australia  

An independent report conducted by L.E.K. Consulting indicates that movie piracy cost the film industry in Australia an estimated $233 million in potential revenue in 2005, with 92 million of that attributed to illegal downloading.

The illegal distribution of unauthorised copies of movies rose from 4% in 2000 to around 10% of the legitimate market in 2004. Police across Australia have more than doubled the number of illegal discs seized in 2004 compared to 2003. Discs comprise mostly DVD-R copies as DVD-R technology has increased its share of the pirate optical disc market. In addition Australian Customs seized over 40,000 pirate DVDs imported into Australia in 2004, a 185% increase compared to the 14,000 seized by Customs in 2003. 

Police jurisdictions recognise organised crime involvement in film piracy. Organised crime links to movie piracy in Australia were first uncovered following a raid on Malaysia-linked movie pirates in 2002. 

About AFACT

AFACT works closely with industry, government, police and educational institutions to address copyright theft and protect the interests of the film and television industry as well as the interests of Australian movie fans.
AFACT acts on behalf of the 50,000 Australians directly impacted by copyright theft including independent cinemas, video rental stores and film and television producers across the country. AFACT has its own anti-piracy hotline: 1800 251 996.
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