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MEDIA RELEASE – 13 March 2008 
THAI TAKEAWAY MOVIE PIRATE FINED $4,000

Magistrate says “..if you do this, you’re in trouble.”

On 13 March, at Downing Centre Court in Sydney, Kaepa Promin, pleaded guilty on five copyright offences, and was fined $4,000.

Kaepa Promin, of Cromer, New South Wales, was selling pirated DVD movies from under the counter of Tawan Thai takeaway in Dee Why. Customers would be handed their pirated movies they had purchased in white paper sandwich bags when they came to pick up their takeaway.

“I am told that piracy costs the Australian home entertainment sector $107 million annually,” said Magistrate Maloney, on sentencing Kaepa Promin. “The message to you and everybody else is, if you do this, you’re in trouble. Tell everybody you know, especially in your community, that if you do this a second time, you go to jail.”

Commenting on the conviction, Neil Gane, Director of Operations for the Australian Federation Against Copyright Theft (AFACT) said: “This is a timely warning from the Sydney Court. There is no escaping the fact that movie piracy detrimentally effects Australian cinema and DVD stores, and the livelihoods of the 50,000 people who work in the Australian film and television industry. They are the victims of movie piracy.”

On 3 March, 2007, New South Wales Police executed a search warrant on the premises, seizing 1,105 pirated optical discs, DVD packaging, and lists of movie titles for sale.

Movies being sold included “Snakes On A Plane”, “Casino Royale” and “Blood Diamond”, which were not then legitimately available on DVD in Australia.

Members of the public can report movie piracy to AFACT’s own anti-piracy hotline: 1800 251 996

About AFACT

AFACT works closely with industry, government, police and educational institutions to address copyright theft and protect the interests of the film and television industry as well as the interests of Australian movie fans.
In 2007, AFACT assisted state and federal police on 70 enforcement actions involving movie piracy which resulted in the seizure of over 585,000 pirated DVDs and 459 burners capable of producing over eleven million pirated DVDs a year with a potential street value of over $57 million.

AFACT acts on behalf of the 50,000 Australians directly impacted by copyright theft including independent cinemas, video rental stores and film and television producers across the country. AFACT has its own anti-piracy hotline: 1800 251 996.
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