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MEDIA RELEASE – 2 April 2008 
police DAWN RAID bustS movie piracy ring

NSW Police, assisted by investigators from the Australian Federation Against Copyright Theft (AFACT), today raided two residential premises in western Sydney and seized over 8,000 pirated DVD movies.

Police first swooped on a home in Guildford in south west Sydney, seizing a DVD burner operation consisting of 3,000 master copies of DVDs and console games, three burners and pricing and distribution lists. 

The haul included copies of "Horton Hears A Who!" and "There Will Be Blood" which are currently showing in Australian cinemas and have not yet legitimately been released on DVD. They also discovered copies of two current television shows, “Underbelly” and “Prison Break”.

Shortly afterwards, police raided a private residence in Ingleburn, seizing a DVD burner operation consisting of 26 DVD-R burners.

They also seized over 5,000 pirated DVD movies, computer equipment, four printers used to print fake DVD jacket covers, and blank DVD-Rs, believed to be used for manufacturing multiple pirated copies of current or recent release movies.

Commenting on the raids, Neil Gane, Director of Operations for AFACT said: "I commend the New South Wales police for their work today. This commercial operation was designed to reap maximum profit from the hard work of others. Local cinemas and DVD stores are seriously under threat from these illegal movie operations, and they are the real victims of this crime."
A 33-year old Guildford man and a 52-year-old Ingleburn man are assisting police with their enquiries.

Maximum penalties for copyright crime are $60,500 and/or up to five years jail per offence.

About AFACT

AFACT works closely with industry, government, police and educational institutions to address copyright theft and protect the interests of the film and television industry as well as the interests of Australian movie fans.
In 2007, state and federal police conducted 85 raids involving movie piracy and seized over 585,000 pirated DVDs. They also seized 459 burners capable of producing over eleven million pirated DVDs a year with a potential street value of over $57 million.

AFACT acts on behalf of the 50,000 Australians directly impacted by copyright theft including independent cinemas, video rental stores and film and television producers across the country. AFACT has its own anti-piracy hotline: 1800 251 996.
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