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MEDIA RELEASE – 21 May 2008 
PIRATED DVD movies and FAKE HANDBAGS SEIZED IN BLACKTOWN RAID

NSW Police assisted by investigators from the Australian Federation Against Copyright Theft (AFACT) and Trade Mark Investigation Services (TMIS) today raided a video and gift store in Blacktown and seized a total of hundreds of pirated DVD movies along with fake Louis Vuitton and Chanel handbags and other counterfeit goods.

Movie titles discovered during the raid included illegal copies of “The Other Boleyn Girl” which is not legitimately available on DVD. The DVDs were being sold for $3-5 each.

The store was selling counterfeit goods that included such items as "Louis Vuitton" wallets, "Nike" and "adidas" sportswear, "Polo" shirts, "Calvin Klein" belts, "Gucci" perfumes and "Estee Lauder" cosmetics.
Commenting on the raids, Neil Gane, Director of Operations for AFACT said: "DVD piracy is not a victimless crime. This video store was ripping off the hard work of others for maximum profit, and illegal operations such as these put at risk the legitimate community businesses such as local cinemas and DVD stores and must be shut down.”

Ken Taylor, Director of TMIS, added: “The real victims are the public!  They are charged extra for low quality goods because they have well known brands applied to them.  The counterfeit syndicates smuggle the goods into Australia to avoid duty and they don’t pay taxes (for GST or Profits). It’s important to stamp out this kind of trade mark fraud wherever we find it.”

Maximum penalties for copyright crimes are $60,500 and/or up to five years jail per offence. Trade Marks offences carry a maximum fine of $55,000 and/or two years imprisonment.
About AFACT

AFACT works closely with industry, government, police and educational institutions to address copyright theft and protect the interests of the film and television industry as well as the interests of Australian movie fans.
In 2007, state and federal police conducted 85 raids involving movie piracy and seized over 585,000 pirated DVDs. They also seized 459 burners capable of producing over eleven million pirated DVDs a year with a potential street value of over $57 million.

AFACT acts on behalf of the 50,000 Australians directly impacted by copyright theft including independent cinemas, video rental stores and film and television producers across the country. AFACT has its own anti-piracy hotline: 1800 251 996.
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