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MEDIA RELEASE – 5 June 2008 
POLICE BUST CONVENIENCE STORE SELLING PIRATED DVDS

Illegal DVD copies of “Sex and the City” and “Speed Racer” seized

Victorian Police assisted by investigators from the Australian Federation Against Copyright Theft (AFACT) raided a convenience store in South Yarra today, seizing a total of more 4,000 pirated DVD movies and television shows with a street value of over $40,000.

The convenience store was allegedly renting and selling pirated copies of movies including “Sex and the City”, which opens in Australian cinemas today, and “Speed Racer” which is yet to be released in Australian cinemas.  The store was also selling pirated copies of “Underbelly.”  

Police also discovered computer equipment and a DVD burner lab used to make pirated DVDs. The movies and television shows were allegedly being downloaded from the Internet on the premises.

Commenting on the raid, Neil Gane, Director of Operations for AFACT said: "We’ve seen a marked increase in the capacity for burner labs to produce thousands of pirated movies. Between May 2007 and May this year over 909,000 pirated DVDs were seized. That’s a 900% increase on the year before. And in the same period over 677 DVD-R burners were seized – that’s a 400% increase on the same period last year. Today’s operation hits the movie pirates where it hurts most, and stops illegal DVDs flooding the streets. Genuine, local businesses like local cinemas and DVD stores are the real victims of this crime.”

A man in his sixties is helping Police with their enquiries.

Maximum penalties for copyright crimes are $60,500 and/or up to five years jail per offence. Trade Marks offences carry a maximum fine of $55,000 and/or two years imprisonment.
About AFACT

AFACT works closely with industry, government, police and educational institutions to address copyright theft and protect the interests of the film and television industry as well as the interests of Australian movie fans.
In 2007, state and federal police conducted 85 raids involving movie piracy and seized over 585,000 pirated DVDs. They also seized 459 burners capable of producing over eleven million pirated DVDs a year with a potential street value of over $57 million.

AFACT acts on behalf of the 50,000 Australians directly impacted by copyright theft including independent cinemas, video rental stores and film and television producers across the country. AFACT has its own anti-piracy hotline: 1800 251 996.
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