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on Coffs Harbour
Premises
Uncovers Home
Pirate Movie
and Game Operation

Coffs Harbour Police, working closely with copyright industry representatives,
yesterday raided a Coffs Harbour residence and arrested a man in connection with
manufacturing and selling pirated films, PlayStation® games, and music.

Police seized two computers, five DVD-R burners and nearly 2,000 individual film
and computer game titles which were being used as manufacturing ‘masters’ in
addition to fifty burned DVD-Rs awaiting distribution. It is alleged the illegal films and
PlayStation games were being advertised in local newspapers.

Adrianne Pecotic, Executive Director of the Australian Federation Against Copyright
Theft [AFACT] said:

“Police are acting to stamp out the local trade in illegal DVDs. This crime inflicts
serious losses on small legitimate businesses, especially in regional areas where
video libraries and local cinemas are an integral part of the community. AFACT
commends the swift action by Coffs Harbour Police.”

When asked about the PlayStation product seized, Nic Foster, Regional Director,
Finance and Operations Sony Computer Entertainment Australia / New Zealand
stated, “The continued work of the Police and industry representatives sends a
strong message to potential ‘pirates’ that they can no longer escape the law when
they steal a company’s intellectual property. Based on growing knowledge of the
operations of piracy rings, the collaborative efforts of industry bodies representing all
sectors of entertainment products (film, games, music) and the full support of the
Police, we are focussing our resources on eliminating this crime.”

Australian Federation Against Copyright Theft. Media Release — February 8, 2005
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AVRRA V'S FOXTEL
THE FINAL WRAP UP

On 16th February 2005 the Federal Court
of Australia handed down its final orders in
the Foxtel Court case. The Court found
that Foxtel Management Pty Ltd (Foxtel)
had engaged in misleading or deceptive
conduct, in contravention of the Trade
Practices Act. The Court was of the view
that Foxtel had been misleading or
deceptive in how it had:

e advertised the availability of movies on its
Foxtel Box Office (FBO) pay-per-view
channel; and

e compared FBO with the rental of DVDs
and videos from DVD and video libraries.

The Court has restrained Foxtel from
repeating certain misrepresentations in
it’s advertising.

The Court also found that AVRRA had
engaged in misleading or deceptive conduct,
in contravention of the Trade Practices Act,
by including certain representations in the
Pro-Rental Kit, which was distributed to
DVD and video libraries earlier this year.
AVRRA has been restrained from making
those, or similar, representations.

The case yet again proves the Association’s
resolve to stand up and represent its
members, not letting big business just walk
all over us. The Board believes the outcomes
achieved on behalf of its members and the
industry as a whole, certainly out weigh
the costs involved.

THE FIGHT AGAINST MOVIE
PIRACY GOES ON -

AFACT SURVEYS THE
IMPACT ON VIDEO STORES

2004 saw progress in the fight against
movie piracy, and 2005 will bring even
greater efforts. The issue is at last squarely
on the agenda in newspapers and in
Government. 2004 saw the first prison
sentence for Copyright offences, and in
January this year video store proprietors in
Sydney received fines of $38,000 for
selling pirate discs, and $16,800 for selling
parallel import discs. This is a strong step
towards deterrent sentencing by the Courts.

AFACT is pleased to be working with
AVRRA on piracy initiatives that you can
support at the shop front. The ‘Movie
Piracy - It's A Crime’ trailer is available to
run in all stores with supporting poster
artwork to reinforce the message. My thanks
to all of you who are supporting the
message in store. The launch of this
initiative, together with the destruction of
200,000 illegal discs in Melbourne late last
year received blanket media coverage and
strong Police support. The job now is to
translate that support to the Police stations
in your neighbourhood. Report specific
incidents of piracy first to your local Police,
and then to AFACT - provide our number,
1800 251 996, and we will provide Police
Officers with information and support.

The fight is far from over. 2004 figures
show that seizures of illegal discs and
burners doubled over 2003 figures, while
raids on DVDR labs were up 350%. Reports
received on the www.moviepiracy.org.au
website show the incidence of piracy to be
spreading. 2004 saw the number of pirate
DVD stalls at a single market in Melbourne
rise to 156, before being controlled by joint
AFACT and police action in late November.
AFP and Victoria Police now acknowledge
that organised crime is involved in movie
piracy in Australia.

Consumer education and lobbying for more
effective law enforcement to protect your
businesses are the key areas right now.
AFACT is talking to Government and Law
Enforcement Agencies to focus resources
on movie piracy offences. We need specific
information about how piracy is affecting
your store so we can illustrate the problem
with concrete facts. AFACT has with the
help of AVRRA distributed a Confidential
AFACT Survey to collect the facts
requested by Government. Thanks to all of
you who returned the completed survey to
AFACT. We really appreciate your support.

Article supplied by Adrianne Pecotic
Executive Director Australian Federation
Against Copyright Theft

DOMAIN NAMES. ..
ONE BAD DECISION AND
IT’S GONE

Domain names are easy to register. These
days registering a domain name, like

www.gadens.com.au, is considered a
necessary requirement for any new or
established business. All that is needed is
the necessary fee, lodgement of the
correct document and hey presto . . . the
domain name is yours.

What many people forget is that when the
domain name is registered a set of rules
govern the way in which you can protect
your domain name or have it taken from you.

The rules are set by the Internet
Corporation for Assigned Names and
Numbers (ICANN) which regulates and
issues domain names. It is what the ICANN
rules say that often cause alarm. Often
people don’t realise the potential problems
that can arise until after it’s too late.

For the majority of domain name holders
the rules that govern domain names will
never become an issue, but if they do you
should remember the following:

e the ICANN rules set out the grounds
under which a domain name can be
taken away from a person or business
(such as when the domain name is
similar to the domain name of another
person/entity or the domain name is not
being used)

e the rules are ambiguous and open to
varied interpretations

e if a challenge is made to your domain
name registration, or you want to
challenge someone else’s use of a
domain name, the dispute is heard by a
tribunal (usually consisting of one person)

e if you lose you have no right of appeal.
The decision is final. If a bad decision is
made, there is nothing that can be done

ethe costs of the hearing are not
recoverable from your opponent if you win.

Recent ICANN rulings about the use of
domain names have led to determinations
that are considered unfair. This has usually
occurred in cases where an overseas
entity (for example, in the USA) challenges
an Australian company’s use of a domain
name because of its similarity to its own
domain name. If the US company is
successful the Australian company cannot
use that domain name again even if the
Australian company has been using the
business name (‘Gadens’) or the domain



