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MEDIA RELEASE – 19 June 2007
POLICE ACTION ACROSS TWO STATES FOILS MOVIE PIRATES 

Police were called to a cinema at Westfield Marion in Oaklands Park in South Australia yesterday, when two men were caught illegally recording “Bridge To Terabithia” during an afternoon screening of the movie.

The men had seated themselves in the centre of the back row of the theatre, and were using mobile phones to make an unauthorized recording of the PG-rated “Bridge To Terabithia” that received a wide national release in cinemas just five days ago on 14 June.

Following the incident, Adrianne Pecotic, Executive Director of the Australian Federation Against Copyright Theft (AFACT) said, “Over 90 per cent of early release pirated movies originate from unauthorized recordings in cinemas made from either camcorders or mobile phones. Once uploaded to the internet, there is the potential for hundreds of thousands of copies of the movie to be distributed all over the world, burnt onto discs, and sold by movie pirates in local markets. The diligence of the cinema staff at Westfield Marion, and the swift action of the local police, is to be highly commended.”

Latest release mobile phones have the capacity to store up to two gigabytes of video on micro SD cards, allowing for the potential to record for extended periods of time.

On Sunday, in a dragnet operation, twelve officers from New South Wales Police, supported by investigators from AFACT and other intellectual property owners, raided Bankstown markets in Sydney, netting over 5,000 illegal movie DVDs with an estimated street value of $50,000. Police expect to lay charges under the Copyright Act against three individuals for movie piracy offences.

The haul included movie titles only recently released in cinemas around Australia in the last few days, including “Pirates of the Caribbean: At World’s End”, “Ocean’s Thirteen” and “Shrek The Third”, as well as a range of Asian movie titles and pornography.

“The tens of thousands of dollars those criminals were set to make from selling these illegal DVDs is money lost to the local film industry, which includes cinemas, DVD stores and their employees in the local area,” said Pecotic. “It is important that consumers know that movie piracy affects people in their local community and supports other crimes.”

Maximum penalties for copyright infringement are up to $60,500 and five years imprisonment per offence. 
Piracy in Australia  

A recent independent report conducted by L.E.K. Consulting indicates that movie piracy cost the Australian film industry an estimated $233 million in potential revenue in 2005. The illegal distribution of unauthorised copies of movies rose from 4% in 2000 to around 10% of the legitimate market in 2004. Police across Australia have more than doubled the number of illegal discs seized in 2004 compared to 2003. Discs comprise mostly DVD-R copies as DVD-R technology has increased its share of the pirate optical disc market. In addition Australian Customs seized over 40,000 pirate DVDs imported into Australia in 2004, a 185% increase compared to the 14,000 seized by Customs in 2003. 

Police jurisdictions recognise organised crime involvement in film piracy. Organised crime links to movie piracy in Australia were first uncovered following a raid on Malaysia-linked movie pirates in 2002. 

About AFACT

AFACT works closely with industry, government, police and educational institutions to address copyright theft and protect the interests of the film and television industry as well as the interests of Australian movie fans.
AFACT acts on behalf of the 50,000 Australians directly impacted by copyright theft including independent cinemas, video rental stores and film and television producers across the country. AFACT has its own anti-piracy hotline: 1800 251 996.
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