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MEDIA RELEASE – 2 July 2007
PIRATE WEBSITE, ORIGINATING FROM PERTH, SUBJECT OF U.S. LAWSUIT

An investigation into website “Peekvid.com” that originated from Perth, Australia, is now the subject of a lawsuit in the United States. 
The lawsuit against Peekvid.com, a website that facilitates copyright infringement on the Internet, was filed in federal court in Los Angeles by the Motion Picture Association of America, Inc. (MPAA) on behalf of the major Hollywood movie studios.

Peekvid.com identifies, posts, organises and indexes links to infringing movie and television content, promoting wholesale acts of copyright infringement. The site features nine different sections, including movies, tv, cartoons, sports, anime and music. The site profits from numerous advertisers who display their wares to over 53,000 unique users per day who view over 184,000 pages of content.
“The notion that providing access to pirated movies and television shows is somehow permissible is false, and there are serious criminal and civil consequences for those that take that gamble”, said Adrianne Pecotic, Executive Director of the Australian Federation Against Copyright Theft (AFACT). “Profiting from the theft of other people’s creative copyright works is illegal and will be stopped. This criminal activity is severely undermining the livelihood of those that work in the filmed entertainment industry around the world.”

This suit marks increased international collaboration between anti-piracy enforcement agencies as they act to close down websites that continually change host countries.

On 4 February 2007, the Australian Federation Against Copyright Theft (AFACT) issued a “Cease and Desist” letter to individuals in Perth alleged to be the operators of Peekvid.com. Following the delivery of that letter, the website posted a message to users saying “Peekvid is currently in beta. We will be re-launching soon.”

By mid-February Peekvid moved its operations to the United States, where up until 26 June 2007 it was hosted by Rackspace in Texas. Since May this year, the peekvid.com domain has been registered to an offshore company named Spirit Island SA in Panama.
Piracy in Australia  

A recent independent report conducted by L.E.K. Consulting indicates that movie piracy cost the Australian film industry an estimated $233 million in potential revenue in 2005. The illegal distribution of unauthorised copies of movies rose from 4% in 2000 to around 10% of the legitimate market in 2004. Police across Australia have more than doubled the number of illegal discs seized in 2004 compared to 2003. Discs comprise mostly DVD-R copies as DVD-R technology has increased its share of the pirate optical disc market. In addition Australian Customs seized over 40,000 pirate DVDs imported into Australia in 2004, a 185% increase compared to the 14,000 seized by Customs in 2003. 

Police jurisdictions recognise organised crime involvement in film piracy. Organised crime links to movie piracy in Australia were first uncovered following a raid on Malaysia-linked movie pirates in 2002. 

About AFACT

AFACT works closely with industry, government, police and educational institutions to address copyright theft and protect the interests of the film and television industry as well as the interests of Australian movie fans.
AFACT acts on behalf of the 50,000 Australians directly impacted by copyright theft including independent cinemas, video rental stores and film and television producers across the country. AFACT has its own anti-piracy hotline: 1800 251 996.
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