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MEDIA RELEASE – Thursday 19th October, 2006 
 
 
AFACT WELCOMES STRONGER ANTI-PIRACY LAWS
Proposed copyright reforms put pressure on movie thieves and clarify legal downloading options for consumers 
 
Sydney, Oct. 19th 2006 – The Australian Federation Against Copyright Theft (AFACT) today welcomed proposed changes to the Copyright Act announced by Federal Attorney General Philip Ruddock that would strengthen anti-piracy laws and penalties while taking into account the increasing choices consumers have in the way they watch film and television programs. 
 
"The draft legislation strikes a balance between cracking down on movie theft and recognizing, in a practical fashion, the transition from analog to digital in terms of how content can be delivered to Australians," said AFACT's executive director Adrianne Pecotic.   
 
"More options to access content means more flexibility for consumers, and these proposed changes give a clearer roadmap to what is legal and what is not both in the home and in the workplace," she added.   
 
For movie thieves the legislation provides stronger deterrents against circumvention of technological protection measures, more effective tools for law enforcement such as on-the-spot fines and the ability to seize proceeds of copyright crime, and more rigorous guidelines to target the theft of film and television programs over the Internet.

"Copyright theft across all media is a big problem in Australia; losses to the film industry last year alone were estimated to be $233 million," said Pecotic.   
 
"These reforms would provide a major boost for Australia's film and TV industries, small businesses and the Australian economy. Stronger enforcement and better-resourced education programs are essential in the fight against movie theft and this is a solid step forward by the government.”  
 
For consumers the legislation is expected to encourage businesses to provide more and more flexible ways to access digital content, especially on-line, and to clarify what consumers can do with the film and television programs they have legally obtained.  
 
AFACT has been working over the last 12 months, in consultation with the film and TV industries, government and copyright user groups, to help update the Copyright Act in relation to piracy.   
 
"We're very pleased that the Australian government fully recognizes the impact piracy is having on 

Australia and is acting to tackle two of the biggest challenges of the digital age:  consumer confusion in the face of technology that makes it easy to steal film and TV programs; and the need to balance legal consumer access to copyright film and television programs with legal protection for the technology that safeguards those programs against theft.”  
Piracy in Australia  

A recent independent report conducted by L.E.K. Consulting indicates that movie piracy cost the Australian film industry an estimated $233 million in potential revenue in 2005. The illegal distribution of unauthorised copies of movies rose from 4% in 2000 to around 10% of the legitimate market in 2004. Police across Australia have more than doubled the number of illegal discs seized in 2004 compared to 2003. Discs comprise mostly DVD-R copies as DVD-R technology has increased its share of the pirate optical disc market. In addition Australian Customs seized over 40,000 pirate DVDs imported into Australia in 2004, a 185% increase compared to the 14,000 seized by Customs in 2003. 

Police jurisdictions recognise organised crime involvement in film piracy. Organised crime links to movie piracy in Australia were first uncovered following a raid on Malaysia-linked movie pirates in 2002. 

About AFACT

AFACT acts on behalf of the 50,000 Australians directly impacted by copyright theft including independent cinemas, video rental stores and film and television producers across the country. AFACT has its own anti-piracy hotline: 1800 251 996.
AFACT works closely with industry, government, police and educational institutions to address copyright theft and protect the interests of the film and television industry as well as the interests of Australian movie fans.
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