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MEDIA RELEASE  - 25 August, 2006

AUSTRALIAN ONLINE AUCTION SELLERS

SETTLE CIVIL MOVIE PIRACY CLAIMS
Dozens of Film Thieves Targeted Since

Launch of Civil Anti-piracy Actions in April 2004
Sydney - On August 23 the Australian Federation Against Copyright Theft (AFACT), representing the film and television industry in Australia, announced it had reached 13 settlements to date this year with online auction sellers illegally offering pirated optical discs of a wide range of AFACT member company movie titles and TV programs via auction websites in Australia.

According to AFACT’s Executive Director Adrianne Pecotic, the figures represent a significant success in the industry’s offensive against online movie thieves.

The settlements are a result of AFACT’s “Tactics Against Auction Piracy” (TAP) program, developed by the Motion Picture Association (MPA) in response to the growing impact of Internet auction piracy on the movie industry and individual copyright holders around the world.

Under the TAP program, AFACT brings civil claims against online auction sellers found to be selling pirated DVDs of film and television programs over the Internet.   In all cases, the pirate auction sellers have paid settlements totaling thousands of dollars and agreed to cease and desist from all illegal sales of pirated movies and provided AFACT with all infringing DVDs.

“This is an encouraging result and AFACT is ramping up its efforts to trace and shut down these illegal auctions,” Pecotic said. “Another eight cases will be pursued before the end of August in a front line effort to deter movie thieves from using Internet auction sites as a forum for their illegal trade.”
“The close co-operation between AFACT the police and websites such as eBay have helped achieve these results and sends the message that we can and will identify Internet movie pirates, and we will vigorously defend our members’ copyright to the full extent of the law.” 

According to eBay Australia Trust & Safety Director Alastair MacGibbon, attempts to sell pirated movies on eBay.com.au are stupid.

“eBay has zero tolerance for any wrong doing and our commitment to what we call Trust and Safety extends through everything we do,” Mr MacGibbon said.

“Where matters are being investigated by police, eBay will provide an information package including complete background information of the person under investigation and advice on what may be required for any search warrants. Our ability to help law enforcement in this way means that any attempt to commit wrongdoing on eBay can be more easily dealt with than other more traditional forms of offline crime.”

eBay has implemented several measures in fighting counterfeit items, including: 


· Removing counterfeit listings which are blatantly infringing;

· The eBay VeRO Program assists thousands of rights holders around the world to protect their intellectual property

The Verified Rights Owner (VeRO) Program works to ensure that item listings do not infringe upon the copyright, trademark or other intellectual property rights of third parties by allowing  participants to identify and request removal of allegedly infringing items and materials.

eBay also encourages any consumers who may have purchased pirated goods through eBay.com.au to check if they qualify for either eBay or PayPal Buyer Protection programs, which can cover transactions of up to $375 and $1,500 respectively. 

A recent global study examining the impact of motion picture piracy and consumer behavior has underscored the importance of intellectual property to economic growth worldwide and revealed the extent of damage caused by copyright theft to creative industries all around the world.

The study, undertaken by independent research firm LEK Consulting on behalf of the MPA, shows that Internet piracy cost the film industry globally US$7.1 billion of potential revenue in 2005. 

In Australia, Internet piracy last year accounted for the largest proportion of revenue lost to piracy: an estimated $92 million, followed by counterfeit copies, which cost the industry $82 million.

Piracy in Australia

A recent independent report indicates that movie piracy cost the film industry in Australia in excess of $200 million in potential revenue in 2005. The illegal distribution of unauthorized copies of movies rose from 4% in 2000 to around 10% of the legitimate market in 2004. Police across Australia have more than doubled the number of illegal discs seized in 2004 compared to 2003. Discs comprise mostly DVD-R copies as DVD-R technology has increased its share of the pirate optical disc market. In addition Australian Customs seized over 40,000 pirate DVDs imported into Australia in 2004, a 185% increase compared to the 14,000 seized by Customs in 2003. 

Police jurisdictions now recognize organized crime involvement in film piracy. Organized crime links to movie piracy in Australia were first uncovered following a raid on Malaysia-linked movie pirates in 2002. 

About AFACT

AFACT works closely with industry, government, police and educational institutions to address copyright theft and protect the commercial interests of the film and television industry as well as the interests of Australian movie fans. AFACT members include: Village Roadshow; Buena Vista International Inc; Paramount Pictures Corporation; Sony Pictures Releasing International Corporation; Twentieth Century Fox International Corporation; Universal International Films Inc; Warner Bros. Pictures International [A Division of Warner Bros. Pictures Inc].
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For further information contact:

Adrianne Pecotic

612-9997-8011
info@afact.com.au
or for eBay inquiries contact:

Mollie O’Brien at Spin Communications

612 9339 8345 / 0404 847 018
m.obrien@spin.com.au
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