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MEDIA RELEASE - 25 August, 2006

POLICE SEIZE 24 DVD BURNERS IN CLOSURE OF 

LARGE-SCALE FILM THEFT OPERATION 

Victorian Burner Lab Could Produce Up To 600,000 Pirate DVDs Per Year for Sale Via Internet
SYDNEY – Victorian police on Wednesday raided the largest movie piracy operation uncovered in Australia so far this year, shutting down an operation in Seymour, Victoria, which had the capacity of producing around 600,000 pirate discs per year. The estimated retail street value of 600,000 pirate DVDs is nearly $6 million, with the lab earning up to $115,200 per week.

Details of the raid were announced Friday (Aug. 25) by the Australian Federation Against Copyright Theft, which assisted the police in a six-month investigation of the movie thief and his Internet-based sales operation in which illegally manufactured DVDs were being offered for sale via a website and e-mail subscription list. 

In the raid, police seized 24 DVD-R burners, 17 hard drives, 3,740 pirate optical discs, three computers, three printers, and two scanners. The majority of the discs seized were movies, including AFACT member company titles. 

“This raid reinforces that the Internet is not a safe haven for criminals and demonstrates that the authorities are actively searching for and finding the links between websites and the people who are behind them,” said Adrianne Pecotic, Executive Director of AFACT. “These operators will be traced, shut down, and penalised.”

Piracy in Australia

A recent independent report indicates that movie piracy cost the film industry in Australia in excess of $200 million in potential revenue in 2005. The illegal distribution of unauthorized copies of movies rose from 4% in 2000 to around 10% of the legitimate market in 2004. Police across Australia have more than doubled the number of illegal discs seized in 2004 compared to 2003. Discs comprise mostly DVD-R copies as DVD-R technology has increased its share of the pirate optical disc market. In addition Australian Customs seized over 40,000 pirate DVDs imported into Australia in 2004, a 185% increase compared to the 14,000 seized by Customs in 2003. 

Police jurisdictions now recognize organized crime involvement in film piracy. Organized crime links to movie piracy in Australia were first uncovered following a raid on Malaysia-linked movie pirates in 2002. 

About AFACT

AFACT works closely with industry, government, police and educational institutions to address copyright theft and protect the commercial interests of the film and television industry as well as the interests of Australian movie fans. AFACT members include: Village Roadshow; Buena Vista International Inc; Paramount Pictures Corporation; Sony Pictures Releasing International Corporation; Twentieth Century Fox International Corporation; Universal International Films Inc; Warner Bros. Pictures International [A Division of Warner Bros. Pictures Inc].
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