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MEDIA RELEASE – September 22nd





AFACT ANNOUNCES COPYRIGHT AWARENESS PROGRAM, COPYRIGHT OR COPYWRONG 





First partnership under the program to be with education authorities, aimed at 8 to 12 year olds





Sydney, 22nd September 2006 – The Australian Federation Against Copyright Theft (AFACT) on Friday (22) formally unveiled its copyright education and awareness initiative, Copyright or Copywrong, and the first partner for the program: The National Copyright Unit of the Copyright Advisory Group of Australian Schools and TAFES (NCU). 





The announcement was made by AFACT’s Executive Director Adrianne Pecotic and Delia Browne, National Copyright Director of the Copyright Advisory Group for the Ministerial Council on Employment, Education, Training and Youth Affairs, at AFACT’s annual anti-piracy forum, held in Sydney Sept. 22nd.





The Copyright or Copywrong program will provide a framework to:





Explain new copyright laws


Guide the public on how to lawfully use copyright works


Guide work-places on managing copyright risks (such as downloading films at work for illegal distribution)


Explain the consequences of copyright theft to the community, the economy and Australia’s film and TV industry; and 


Change attitudes to encourage respect for copyright laws.








“Copyright or Copywrong is an initiative developed by AFACT with the film and TV industry to promote copyright education and awareness to the Australian public through schools, work-places, the community and law enforcement,” said Pecotic. 





“Copyright theft in all media is a big problem in Australia; losses to the film and TV industry last year alone were estimated to be $233 million.  This program provides a partnership opportunity between government, educators and industry to help make that problem, and why it’s happening, better understood.  Copyright or Copywrong comes at a time when Australia is embracing the transition from analog to digital and needs to secure an innovative future for Australia’s creative industries while addressing the consequences that copyright theft has on the community.”





The First Partnership Under the Program





Through the alliance with NCU, an awareness program will be developed including course materials, teaching guides and a supporting website specifically for school children aged between eight and 12.   It’s expected to be tested in schools in Term 2, 2007.





“The objective of this initiative is to devise and test a program for teachers and children across Australia to assist in teaching awareness, understanding and respect for intellectual property through the creation by school children of their own creative copyright works,” said Browne.  





“The message we want to get across to children is when they can use other’s materials legally, when they need permission and how to give permission to others to use their material,” she added.  “In the end, it’s all about respecting other’s as well as the copyright in your own creations.  We see this initiative as an important starting point in a partnership between AFACT and NCU to secure greater access to copyright materials for schools.”








“Starting in the classroom is a very appropriate beginning for Copyright or Copywrong, as schools are major users of copyright material,” said Pecotic.  “By understanding the concept of respecting copyright from an early age, children will be well equipped to navigate the digital age.”





The Copyright or Copywrong program will unfold over the next 12 months to coincide with and support copyright law reform, with AFACT actively seeking similar partnerships across other relevant sectors.  





Its launch comes with the Federal Government due to introduce significant changes to Australia’s copyright laws, including tougher anti-piracy provisions and over-hauling content Technological Protection Measures to keep up to date with an increasing range of delivery platforms.





“Rapidly changing technology and the Internet now allows large scale, high quality digital copying and distribution of copyright-protected content through every home PC,” said Pecotic.  





“At the same time methods to protect that content are becoming more sophisticated, allowing the lawful consumption at home of copyright works in increasingly flexible ways, so there is an unprecedented need to reach these homes with information on what the new laws allow and the consequences of copyright theft.”





Also speaking at today’s forum designed to promote effective risk management strategies for copyright theft in schools, workplaces and the community was the Federal Attorney General, the Hon. Philip Ruddock; the Motion Picture Association’s Executive Vice President and Chief Technology Officer Brad Hunt; and Mike Ellis, the MPA’s Senior Vice President and Regional Director for Asia-Pacific, outlining the global impact of movie theft, which through illegal burning, copying, downloading, sale and distribution of films cost the MPA’s member companies US$6.1 billion in 2005.





About Copyright or Copywrong





The Copyright or Copywrong initiative has grown out of independent research commissioned by AFACT and the film and TV industry into the attitudes and behavior of the 23% of Australians estimated to be involved in film piracy.  That research indicated that while 92% of Australians understood that piracy is a crime, they:





Did not understand the consequences of their actions on other Australians and creative industries


Did not know what actions were permitted under copyright laws


Did not consider copyright theft to be morally wrong





Piracy in Australia  





A recent independent report conducted by L.E.K. Consulting indicates that movie piracy cost the Australian film industry an estimated $233 million in potential revenue in 2005. The illegal distribution of unauthorised copies of movies rose from 4% in 2000 to around 10% of the legitimate market in 2004. Police across Australia have more than doubled the number of illegal discs seized in 2004 compared to 2003. Discs comprise mostly DVD-R copies as DVD-R technology has increased its share of the pirate optical disc market. In addition Australian Customs seized over 40,000 pirate DVDs imported into Australia in 2004, a 185% increase compared to the 14,000 seized by Customs in 2003. 





Police jurisdictions recognise organised crime involvement in film piracy. Organised crime links to movie piracy in Australia were first uncovered following a raid on Malaysia-linked movie pirates in 2002. 





About AFACT





AFACT works closely with industry, government, police and educational institutions to address copyright theft and protect the commercial interests of the film and television industry as well as the interests of Australian movie fans.





AFACT acts on behalf of the 50,000 Australians directly impacted by copyright theft including independent cinemas, video rental stores and film and television producers across the country. AFACT has its own anti-piracy hotline: 1800 251 996.





About NCU


The National Copyright Unit of the Copyright Advisory Group (CAG) provides advice on copyright issues to the various Education departments and associations, schools, TAFES, curriculum developers and other educational bodies. The NCU negotiates and manages educational copying licences on behalf of schools and TAFES.


CAG is a committee of the Schools Resourcing Taskforce (SRT) of the Australian Ministerial Council on Education, Employment, Training and Youth Affairs (MCEETYA). CAG is the national body responsible for copyright policy and administration for Australian schools (including non government schools) and the majority of TAFE colleges.
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