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MEDIA RELEASE – 20 June 2007
COURTS GET TOUGH ON DVD CRIMINALS

In two separate cases of copyright crime heard in New South Wales today, one man was sentenced to jail and another man was fined $4,300 for selling pirated DVDs.

At Bankstown Local Court, Mr Van Hanh Vu, pleaded guilty to selling and distributing counterfeit DVDs from his video retail and rental business HD Home Video in Wakely, New South Wales, and was sentenced to be jailed every weekend for a period of six months.   

On 13 August 2006, following complaints received from the public, Fairfield Police, supported by AFACT investigators executed a search warrant on the premises and seized over 600 pirated movie DVDs that were being sold covertly alongside legitimate DVDs. The pirated DVDs had a street value of over $6,000, and included titles still showing in cinemas.

In passing sentencing, Magistrate Falzon underlined the serious nature of the crime, and stated that Copyright laws are aimed at protecting the “interests of those who spend a lot of time creating their works and distributing them through legitimate channels.” 

And in Blacktown Local Court today, Mr Charlie Vella was found guilty of selling 38 pirated movies to work colleagues and fined a total of $4,300. 

On 28 October 2006, following a report from members of the public to Crimestoppers, Blacktown Police approached Mr Vella who was selling pirated DVDs from the back of his car. Police seized the pirate movies including titles like “Garfield: A Tale of Two Kitties”, “Curious George” and “Talladega Nights: The Ballad of Ricky Bobby”. 

Commenting on the sentences, Adrianne Pecotic, Executive Director of AFACT said, “The penalties for crimes of copyright infringement are significant, and these court decisions clearly show that persons who choose to sell and distribute pirate movies will suffer the consequences. Pirating movies is wrong, hurts Australian businesses like cinemas and DVD stores, and puts at risk the jobs of our creative community.”

Maximum penalties for copyright infringement are up to $60,500 and five years imprisonment per offence. 
Piracy in Australia  

A recent independent report conducted by L.E.K. Consulting indicates that movie piracy cost the Australian film industry an estimated $233 million in potential revenue in 2005. The illegal distribution of unauthorised copies of movies rose from 4% in 2000 to around 10% of the legitimate market in 2004. Police across Australia have more than doubled the number of illegal discs seized in 2004 compared to 2003. Discs comprise mostly DVD-R copies as DVD-R technology has increased its share of the pirate optical disc market. In addition Australian Customs seized over 40,000 pirate DVDs imported into Australia in 2004, a 185% increase compared to the 14,000 seized by Customs in 2003. 

Police jurisdictions recognise organised crime involvement in film piracy. Organised crime links to movie piracy in Australia were first uncovered following a raid on Malaysia-linked movie pirates in 2002. 

About AFACT

AFACT works closely with industry, government, police and educational institutions to address copyright theft and protect the interests of the film and television industry as well as the interests of Australian movie fans.
AFACT acts on behalf of the 50,000 Australians directly impacted by copyright theft including independent cinemas, video rental stores and film and television producers across the country. AFACT has its own anti-piracy hotline: 1800 251 996.
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