[image: image1.jpg]AFAOT
' AUSTRALIAN FEDERATION AGAINST COPYRIGHT THEFT

In association with

VIPA

P.O.Box 515
Mona Vale NSW 1660

Phone: +61 2 9997 8011

Fax: +61 2 9999 2466
Toll Free: 1800 251 996
Email: info@afact.com.au
Web: www.afact.com.au

ABN: 556 106 585 924
ACN: 106 585 924

















MEDIA RELEASE – 24 May 2007

“KENNY” DVD MOVIE PIRATES NOT SO FLUSH 

Macquarie Fields, NSW

Dwayne Watts, 37, and partner Sonya Newman, 44, of Macquarie Fields, appeared at Liverpool Magistrates Court on 23 May, and were fined a total of $6,702 for manufacturing and selling pirated DVD movies, which they advertised through junk mail letterbox drops.

The junk mail flyers offered hundreds of DVD movie titles for sale including “Miami Vice” and Monster House”, as well as the popular Australian film “Kenny”, which was still showing in cinemas at the time of the offence. The flyers were distributed in the Macquarie Fields area of Western Sydney.

Watts and Newman were convicted of six offences each relating to copyright infringement, while Watts was convicted of a further nine offences relating to State classification laws. 

Sentencing the pair, Magistrate Chris O’Brien pronounced: “These are serious matters and takes income from the people for whom it’s intended.” 

Adrianne Pecotic, Executive Director of the Australian Federation Against Copyright Theft (AFACT) added: “Movie piracy is a crime which has detrimental consequences for local cinemas and home video businesses, and movie pirates have no place in our communities. It is reassuring to see local police working side by side with our investigators to identify and stamp out piracy operations from whichever living room, basement or garage they might originate.”

The case resulted from a successful raid on Wednesday 8 November 2006, where police, with the assistance of AFACT investigators, executed a search warrant on the pair’s Macquarie Fields residence. Seized in the raid were 1,000 illegal DVD-R movies priced at $10 each, and 600 advertising flyers ready for distribution and computer equipment with multiple DVD burning capabilities.

Watts and Newman are unemployed and were claiming social security benefits from the government at the time of committing the offences. 

AFACT acts on behalf of the 50,000 Australians directly impacted by copyright theft including independent cinemas, video rental stores and film and television producers across the country.
Piracy in Australia  

A study by LEK Consulting found movie piracy cost the film industry in Australia an estimated $233 million in 2005, with losses mainly attributed to illegal downloading and illegal copying. These losses equate to nearly half of the $536 million contributed to the Australian industry and economy through local and off-shore film and television drama production in the same year.

The illegal distribution of unauthorised copies of movies rose from 4% in 2000 to around 11% of the legitimate market in 2005.
Police jurisdictions recognise organised crime involvement in film piracy. Organised crime links to movie piracy in Australia were first uncovered following a raid on Malaysia-linked movie pirates in 2002. 
About AFACT

AFACT works closely with industry, government, police and educational institutions to address copyright theft and protect the interests of the film and television industry as well as the interests of Australian movie fans.
AFACT has its own anti-piracy hotline: 1800 251 996.
For more information please contact:

Adrianne Pecotic

(02) 9997 8011

0414 664 566

info@afact.com.au
www.afact.com.au 

Australian Federation Against Copyright Theft Ltd.     ABN: 556 106 585 924     ACN: 106 585 924


