[image: image1.png]AFAOT
' AUSTRALIAN FEDERATION AGAINST COPYRIGHT THEFT

















MEDIA RELEASE – 13 June 2008 
THOUSANDS OF PIRATED DVDS SEIZED IN TWO RAIDS IN SYDNEY TODAY

Seizures included hundreds of pirated DVD box set television shows 

New South Wales Police, assisted by investigators from the Australian Federation Against Copyright Theft (AFACT) raided a DVD store in Kingsford today, seizing over 4,000 pirated DVDs, including hundreds of pirated DVD box sets with titles such as “The Simpsons” and “Desperate Housewives”. Police also discovered pirated copies of the movie “The Forbidden Kingdom,” which is yet to be released in Australian cinemas.

This is the second time the Kingsford DVD store has been raided. Police seized over 1,000 pirated DVD movies and television shows during a raid in July 2004. The proprietor of the Kingsford DVD store subsequently pleaded guilty to 11 copyright charges at Waverly Local Court on 21 January 2005, and was fined a total of $16,500. 
And in a separate and unrelated incident today, New South Wales Police raided a hardware store in Mount Druit, in north-west Sydney, seizing over 1,000 pirated DVD movies, including copies of “Sex and the City,” which is currently showing in Australian cinemas. A 44-year-old woman is assisting police with their enquiries and investigations are ongoing.
Commenting on the raids, Neil Gane, Director of Operations for AFACT said: "Police have conducted twelve movie piracy raids in the last four weeks across two states, and we commend their work. These DVD pirates seriously threaten local cinema and video businesses run by hard-working, law abiding members of our community. By breaking the law, these movie pirates face grave consequences.”
Maximum penalties for copyright crimes are $60,500 and/or up to five years jail per offence. 

About AFACT

AFACT works closely with industry, government, police and educational institutions to address copyright theft and protect the interests of the film and television industry as well as the interests of Australian movie fans.
In 2007, state and federal police conducted 85 raids involving movie piracy and seized over 585,000 pirated DVDs. They also seized 459 burners capable of producing over eleven million pirated DVDs a year with a potential street value of over $57 million.

AFACT acts on behalf of the 50,000 Australians directly impacted by copyright theft including independent cinemas, video rental stores and film and television producers across the country. AFACT has its own anti-piracy hotline: 1800 251 996.
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