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MEDIA RELEASE – 13 August 2008 
HOME DELIVERY MOVIE PIRATE CAUGHT BY POLICE
Crime Stoppers Tip Leads to Seizure of 500 Pirated DVDs and Computer Equipment

A report to Crime Stoppers and prompt action by the New South Wales Police has put a stop to a suspected movie pirate selling pirated movies on DVD from the back of his vehicle and by delivery to customers’ homes in Sydney’s south-
west.

Police stopped and searched the vehicle of the suspected pirate, a 38-year-old male, and discovered over $3,000 in cash. Police then searched the suspect’s home in Canley Vale seizing pirated DVDs and computer equipment believed to have been used to illegally make the DVDs. The police action followed investigations by NSW Police and Australian Federation Against Copyright Theft (AFACT) investigators allege that the suspect was selling pirated movies still
on cinematic release on DVDs for $10. 

During the raid police identified a pirate DVD-R manufacturing operation and seized an estimated 500 pirated DVDs and computer equipment. Titles seized during the search of the suspect’s home included copies of "The Bank Job", "Taken” and “The Dark Knight".

“This is the third successful raid on suspected movie pirates in the past month who have been reported by a member of the public. We commend the person who reported this matter and the New South Wales Police for their prompt and professional response in this case,” said Neil Gane, Director of Operations for AFACT. “The public are key allies in the fight against movie piracy, a crime that takes money out of our film industry and local economies, damaging legitimate businesses and killing jobs. We urge everyone who has information about movie piracy in their neighbourhood to report it to by ringing Crimestoppers on 1800
 333 000 or going to www.moviepiracy.org.au <http://www.moviepiracy.org.au/>.” 

The theft of international movies like “The Bank Job” has serious effects on the Australian economy and movie industry. The film, released in Australian cinemas on 31 July – was co-funded by Australian media company Omnilab Media. Christopher Mapp, Omnilab Media Managing Director, emphasized the
potentially devastating effect of movie piracy on the Australian film industry.

“We are an Australian company investing in Australian and international films. The royalties that we would have received on pirated copies if legitimate were slated to be re-invested into the local film industry. Instead the revenues from
pirated copies are likely to end up funding more criminal activity,” he said



“The anti-piracy activity that the Police and AFACT are undertaking is extremely important in protecting our investment and ultimately the livelihood of our
 industry.”

Police investigations are ongoing and the 38-year-old male is assisting police
with their enquiries.

Maximum penalties for copyright crimes are $60,500 and/or up to five years jail
per offence.

Members of the public can help police identify and shut down film piracy operations by ringing Crimestoppers on 1800 333 000 or going to www.moviepiracy.org.au <http://www.moviepiracy.org.au/> . A consumer guide to help members of the public identify whether or not a DVD is pirated is
available to view and download from www.afact.com.au.
About AFACT

AFACT works closely with industry, government, police and educational institutions to address copyright theft and protect the interests of the movie and television industry as well as the interests of Australian movie fans.
Between June 2007 to June 2008 , state and federal police conducted 67 raids involving movie piracy and seized over 934,000 pirated DVDs. They also seized 762 burners capable of producing over 19 million pirated DVDs a year.

AFACT acts on behalf of the 50,000 Australians directly impacted by copyright theft including independent cinemas, video rental stores and movie and television producers across the country. AFACT has its own anti-piracy hotline: 1800 251 996.
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