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MEDIA RELEASE – 5 September 2008 

HOME DELIVERY MOVIE PIRATE FINED $22,500

On 3 September, at Fairfield Local Court in Sydney, Mr Manh Tran was sentenced in relation to copyright offences, and fined $22,500 and court costs.
The court conviction follows an operation on 13 August by NSW Police and investigators from the Australian Federation Against Copyright Theft (AFACT), who suspected Tran of selling pirated movies for $10 each from the back of his vehicle and by delivery to customers’ homes in Sydney’s south-west.

During the operation, police first stopped and searched a vehicle being driven by Tran and discovered $3,000 in cash. Police then searched Tran’s home in Canley Vale, seizing computer equipment used in the manufacture of illegal DVDs and over 500 pirated DVDs including copies of “The Dark Knight”, “Taken” and “The Bank Job” which were then still showing in cinemas.

“The Bank Job” was directed by Australian filmmaker Roger Donaldson, and was financed by the Australian film company Omnilab. 
Commenting on the conviction, Neil Gane, Director of Operations for the Australian Federation Against Copyright Theft (AFACT) said: “This man’s conviction and fine sends an unambiguous message to would-be movie pirates that copyright crimes will not be tolerated. We commend the authorities for their swift action in bringing this case to a conviction. Movie piracy threatens the film and television business and puts at risk the livelihoods of over 50,000 Australians who work in the industry.."

Members of the public can report movie piracy to AFACT’s own anti-piracy hotline: 1800 251 996

About AFACT

AFACT works closely with industry, government, police and educational institutions to address copyright theft and protect the interests of the film and television industry as well as the interests of Australian movie fans.
In 2007, AFACT assisted state and federal police on 70 enforcement actions involving movie piracy which resulted in the seizure of over 585,000 pirated DVDs and 459 burners capable of producing over eleven million pirated DVDs a year with a potential street value of over $57 million.

AFACT acts on behalf of the 50,000 Australians directly impacted by copyright theft including independent cinemas, video rental stores and film and television producers across the country. AFACT has its own anti-piracy hotline: 1800 251 996.
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