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MEDIA RELEASE – 8 November 2008 

230,000 PIRATED MOVIE DVDS DESTROYED UNDER SUPERVISION

State and Federal Police seize almost one million illegal DVDs in past 12 months

Sydney: More than 230,000 pirated DVDs, with a street value of over $1.5 million, along with computer equipment and DVD burner towers used in the manufacture of pirated DVDs, were destroyed today at secure destruction facilities in Auburn in western Sydney. 

The illegal DVDs crushed under supervision were seized during anti-piracy operations across New South Wales conducted by State and Federal Police. The raids focused on large scale manufacturing syndicates.

The event was attended by Federal Minister for Home Affairs, Bob Debus, New South Wales Minister for Fair Trading, Virginia Judge, senior NSW Police, and representatives from the Australian film and television industry, including local DVD rental stores.

Neil Gane, Director of Operations at the Australian Federation Against Copyright Theft (AFACT), said: “Movie piracy is a crime – and it has damaging consequences for those criminals who wish to benefit from this illegal act, as well as those legitimate businesses who employ thousands of hard working Australians”.
Civic Video stores’ owner, John Price, said: “Movie piracy is not a victimless crime. It’s tough enough in this economic climate for honest business people to make a living, hire staff and pay their mortgage, without having to compete with criminals.”
Neil Gane added: “Police operations indicate that criminals use movie piracy to fund a range of criminal activity in our communities. Today’s destruction of 230,000 pirated DVDs marks a cornerstone in the important work conducted by Australian police forces to combat these crimes, and sends a message to would-be movie pirates that these criminal rackets will be shut down and copyright laws diligently upheld.”
A NSW Police raid in Sydney’s Western suburbs last week seized 17,500 pirated DVDs bringing to almost one million the number of pirated DVDs seized by State and Federal Police in operations conducted with AFACT over the past 12 months. During film piracy enforcement in local communities around Australia, police have uncovered links between film piracy and a range of other serious criminal activity including drugs, weapons, fraud and the supply of child pornography.

Penalties for copyright crimes are a maximum of $60,500 and/or 5 years’ jail per offence.

About AFACT

AFACT works closely with industry, government, police and educational institutions to address copyright theft and protect the interests of the film and television industry as well as the interests of Australian movie fans.
In the 12 month period from October 2007 to October 2008, AFACT assisted State and Federal Police on enforcement actions involving film piracy which resulted in the seizure of 969,514 pirated DVDs with an estimated street value of $7.7 million, and 761 burners capable of producing over 19 million pirated DVDs a year.

AFACT acts on behalf of the 50,000 Australians directly impacted by copyright theft including independent cinemas, video rental stores and film and television producers across the country. AFACT has its own anti-piracy hotline: 1800 251 996.
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